Los Angeles County
supervisors order
review of system for
defending children
accused of crimes.

- accused of crimes.
Under-age criminal de-
fendants who can't afford a
lawyer are generally vepre-
senteéd by someons from the
county public defender’s gi-

already represanting anoth-
er defernciant n the case ura
5 wa“ul eirciomsts
i s from & 0
ol aten i bo remaove tr‘m
ot m 1l conflict of interest.
Advotates argue that the
| seritch  creates  another
problern The private law-
yers the county contracts

with for these cases, tnow

renvesent thelr ciients ds
vigorougly.

Loz Angeles County su- |
pervisers are congidering an |
overhaul of the county's gys- |
tern for defending juveniles |

fice., But when thaf oifice iy

The alternate public de-
fender who took the case at
that point filed an appeal
and sucdeeded in having the
case zent back to juvenile
court. There, Casas’ son
took a plea bargsin and is
now serving a nine-month
sentence in juvenile camp.

“Thizis the difference be-
tween 5 good and bad law-
yer,” Casas said after the
board heaying,

A Layolg Lew School re-
port released last yvear ana-
ivzed about 3,000 Loz Ange-
les County juvenile cages
and concluded that, on aver-
age, youlhs represenied hy
panel attorneys got roore ge-
vere convictions and heavie
sentences than those repre.

sented by pubhc deferiders.

The researchers also found
that public defenders were
more active than panel at-
torneys in filing motions,
bringing in sxperis and
seeking pretrial reiease of
their clients. Critics have
taken jzsue with the meth-
odélogy, saving the analyses

n:m ‘hﬁ have g:mywc} arole.
A oroup of organizations

aud individuals — mdudmg,

Supervisor (loria Molina
argued that the issue is
about standards and ac-
countability for juvenile at-
torneys, not compensation.

“Paying lawyers - more
does not get you better rep-
resentation,” she zaid. “¥
wish it did.”

Adtorney Gary Farwell,
who was head of the juvenile
purel at Benyon Juvenile
Justice Conter until it cloged
last year, agreed that the
coumty should review the re-
sourees aflocated to juvenile
representation, but de-
fendded the work of his coi-
leagues,

“We have hardworking,
daveted people who o far
more than'whst they're paid
onmany cases,” besaid. “Its
nat ihe people who sre the
panel attorneys that are the
problem. Ivs the system of
resources available to the
panel attorneys that's the
problern.”

The board voted unati-
mdinaly to hire o eonsuliant
te look at attorneys’ pay
alfmg with a broad zet of
i in the juvenile

£ AL LHE COeTINELION
systems itn other coundies
and the rescuress and train-
ingaiven toainrmevs T will
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LA, is suing a couple
over treatment of
residents at two
unlicensed facilities.

BY RicuaaD WigToM
AND ANGEL JENNINGS

They were pitched as
small, guiet homes for the
physically and mentaly dis-
shled - safe places in the
beart of Los Angeles’ bis-
torie Adamg district. But
court papers paint a much
gritnmer picture of Agape
Mission House and Aghpe
Home Chusrch.

Swarms of flies filled the
living areas. Broken furni-
fure was scattered, bedroom
doors were wissing and
plaster waz falling off the
walls, according to colunt
documents. Bome residents
sept in bunk beds crowded
toto small rooms with Hinck
pads ingtead of mattresses.
One regident Hved ina “stor-
age room” and others in an
attic.

On Tuesday, Los An gelf

cusing them of qbuﬁ.mg "he i
physically and mentally dis-
abled residen oriing

“Children cherged with
crimes are not ondy eniitled
0 competent represeata-
tiow but an opportunity to
avoid the prison pipeline it it
ig at all possible to do so,”
said Bupervisor Mark Rid-
ley-Thomas, who proposed
the review.

At the supervigsors’ meet-
ing Tuesday, Antonia Casas,
42, said her gon, now 16, did

murder in 20120 His ap-
pointed panel attorney did
not fight to prevent him be-
ing tried ss an addl, she
satd, Opee sent to adol
court, he faced 50 yesrs i
vrisorn ifeonvictead,

not get a fair shot when he
was charged with atteinpted |
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Budrnick ard UC Irvine law
scheol dean Erwin Cheme-
rinsky - wrote 1o the super-
vicors before  Tuesiday’s

. mneeting, saying that the low

at fee “ouilds & pervetse in-
centive into the countys in-
digent defense system.”

A number of juveniie
court judges wrote le
oraising the painel attor .
pagadens  Judge  Robin
Miller Sloan wrote that they

often handle the inost seri-
Ovis & ‘are et ;rmt
tedto pr

with the best defense pos-
gible notwithstanding the
flat fee they receive.”

also consider a set of guide-
linag jor defensze attorneys
proposed by Michael Nagh,
presiding  judge of the
¢ <.mmy’;~: Juvenide Court,
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[ Abuse, from AAIL}
Won Lee and Jung Hwan
Lee, a husband and wife, as
operators of the facilities,
both registered as charities.
Neitherof the Lees could be
reached for comment

Residents were punizhed
for failing to attend religious
services twice & dgy, despite
their individual belieis,
eourt documents said. The
punishments included be-
ing made to stand by a tree
for up to four hours, trans-
ate Bible verses for an extire
day and steep outside at
night, the documenis said.

“He cailg himsaif pastor
and does force all the rexl-
dents to attend religious
services” said  Assistart
City. Atty. Jose Egurbid:,
adding that the two homies
were packed with “as many
an 80 residents”

According to court doci- -

ments, Eang Won Lee
bought one property and
was cited in 2005 and 2008 for
opevating without a license.
He equently obtained a
Heense
Jung Hwan Lee acouired the
gecoinl property in 2002 and
never obtained a license for
it, court papers sald, They
surrenderad their sole -
cense last year afier re-
peated violations, records
showm.

Bome residents  stood”

outsicdle the pale vellow
touse Tuesday on South
Haobart  Street, expressing
shock over the allegations.
They talked lovingly about
Pastor Lee and hig wife, who

for gix residents.

- e a
led the mornmg and night
woIship services. Hemry
Beasley, 56, said the strong
Christian emphasis helped
deliver him from vears of
substance abuse. Before he
ragved into Agape 2 V. years
g0, he was homeless, he
said, But the “pastors gen-
erogity’ and loving, kind
heart” helped hing turn bis

life around, he added.

Beasley, who is a praize
leader, eaid he did not expe-
vienee or see any mistreat-
ment, “I never witnessed
ahything that was asked ofa
client that Twasnt wﬂimg to
de,” ha said.

FI Thurman, 38, said
Kang Won Lee sometinmes
yelled at regidents and ig-

nored patients who needed
medieal  attention. But
Thurman sajd he never saw
ary physicalabuse. Themen
said they gave Kang Wori Lee
and his wife their monthly

them to live in “deplorable,
overcrowded and substand-
ard living conditions™ and
taking the residents’ govern-
meit benefits.

A Los Angeles Courily

Superior Court judge last
Briday appointed o receiver
te immediately begin relo-
coting residents from the
hoimes in the 2200 block of
South Hobart Boulevard
with help from state and
county officials.

“Thesé residenis are
amohg the most vulnerable
in our society and they were
forced to live a daily night-
mgre,” Fener gaid, “We are

Lringing that nighfmare o &
cloze” K
The zuit names Eang i

Efon Abwise 8 ART

RESIDENTE WaLE past the Agape Mis
the 2200 block of South Hobart Boulevar

govemment relwf funds; of

%221 and food: stamp sfow- !

anees of about $200. They

considered it the cost of liv- |

ing at Agape, they said.

Los Angeles police re-
ported receiving yore than
189 calls from January 208 to
October 2015 related to the
properties, including a doz-
en. attempted suicides, nu-
merous assantts and batter-
fes, and assault with 2
deadly weapori.

Inspections by the Cali- :

fornia Department of Social
Services Community Carg
Licensing Division from 2010
{0 this year found che bome

inrepeated violation of state

laws. The city izsued several
abatement notices io the
second property, )

richard winton
gilatiimes.com
angel jermings
@latimes.com
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To help foster yo
Supervisors Ant
foster youth in al :

a motion by
internship program for

“internships are a vital ool in the development of career opportunities for young people—
especially transition-age youth who can benefit from the training and guidance necessary to grow
and succeed in the job market and in life,” said Supervisor Antonovich.

The Career Development Internship Program provides 12 to 24 months of structured, on-the-job
training and permanent employment for those young women and men who complete the

program.
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PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATE

The Governor's criminal realignment policy continues to pose great safety, operational, and fiscal
challenges for all 58 counties as property crimes rise statewide. Over 18,410 offenders have
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b y jalsnstead of state prison and over 20,000 state
parolees have been shifted to County Probation supervision since October 1 , 2011,

Jail Population as of January 10, 2014:
5,805 state prisoners are serving their sentences in county jail.

More than 530 inmates have been sentenced to jail terms of five years to 42 years in county jail
meant to house inmates for less than one year.

Probation Population:
Eligibility does not consider full criminal history it only considers the very last offense.

Mentally-disordered offenders were not supposed to be eligible for probation supervision.

http://mail.aol.com/38380-11 1/aol-6/en-us/mail/PrintMessage.aspx 2/14/2014
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However, the state has re-classified these offenders in some cases to make them eligible just
prior to release from prison - we have 17 such cases in the county. More recently, certain 3-
strikers and offenders convicted of assauit with a deadly weapon are also eligible for probation
supervision.

As of January 10, 2014:
+ 10,965 - 63.3% are high risk offenders
6,076 - 35.1% are medium risk offenders
246 -1.4% are low risk offenders
611 are registered sex offenders
1,142 have been tumed over to the federal authorities for deportation
24,742 arrests were made for new offenses (some were arrested muliiple times)
326 are on electronic/GPS monitoring—which does not prevent or deter crime

The Governor failed to expand existing contracts with in-state and out-of-state detention facilifies
in order to avoid implementing realignment and the increased crime that followed after its
implementation. The operation and fiscal burden imposed on the 58 counties was unnecessary
given the avaitability of cost-effective solutions to protect public safety.
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DECEMBER D.1.S.A.R.M. SWEEPS NET 47 PROBATIONERS,

6 WEAPONS, AND $1 MILLION IN ILLEGAL DRUGS AND MONEY
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During the month of December. 1.6s Angeles Coun AR.M. officers arrested 47
probationers and confiscated six weapons including four handguns, an assault rifle, and over $1
million in illegal drugs and money, announced Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich.

In conjunction with local law enforcement, 31 searches were conducted of probationers who, as
a condition of probation, are subject fo unannounced searches targeting guns, drugs, and other
contraband.

Nearly 24 percent of probationers searched in this program have been found to be out of
compliance with the terms of their probation.

http:/fmail.aol.com/38380-11 1/aol-6/en-us/mail/PrintMessage.aspx 2/14/2014







